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December 19, I860.—Laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

Office United States Capitol Extension, 
Washington, December 13, 1860. 

Sir: You doubtless remember that on February 21 last the House 
of Representatives passed the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the superintendent of the Capitol extension be 
directed to remove the present benches from the hall and replace the 
old chairs and desks, adopting substantially the original arrangement 
thereof, but having regard to any reduction of space occupied by them 
without interfering with the convenience of the arrangement.” 

This resolution could not be carried into effect until the recess. 
Immediately after the adjournment of Congress I presented a pro¬ 
gramme of proposed expenditure for the appropriation for the Capitol 
extension to the War Department, in which was an'item for the cost 
of carrying out the resolution of the House. This item was not 
approved by the Secretary of War, on the ground tnat the alteration 
of seats was not legally chargeable to the appropriation for the Capitol 
extension. 

The Secretary, however, authorized me to make the alteration on 
credit, and I have therefore gone on and replaced the old desks, not 
paying for labor and materials, trusting that Congress would authorize 
the payment as soon as the matter was presented to it. 

My estimate for the alteration contemplated by the resolution was 
$2,500, and the whole of the work has been completed for that sum. 

If it be not too late, therefore, and if the object can be considered 
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a deficiency, I respectfully request that an item may he inserted in 
the deficiency hill (which I understand was reported yesterday) of the 
following tenor, viz: To enable the superintendent of the Oapitol exten¬ 
sion to pay for labor and materials used to carry out the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of February 21, 1860, twenty-five hundred 
dollars. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. FRANKLIN, 

Captain of Topographical Engineers, in charge. 
Hon. John S. Phelps, 

Member of Committee of Ways and Means, 
House of Representatives. 

Cost of alteration of fioor of hall of House of Representatives, replacing 
deslcs and chairs, and necessary alteration of registers and flues. 

Carpenters and stonecutters’services. $1,409 91 
Materials, lumber, hardware, &c. 168 12 
Registers, flues, &c. 717 30 
Machinists work on flues, air-ducts, &c. 177 66 

2,472,99 

W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Captain of Topographical Engineers, in charge. 

Office Capitol Extension, December 17, 1860. 

In the above recapitulation the cost of altering the reporters’ desk 
is included, authorized by the Speaker as follows : 

“The superintendent of the United States Capitol extension has 
consent of the undersigned to make such change in the desks of the 
reporters of the House for the Congressional Globe as will render 
them more commodious for their use, not interfering with the general 
arrangement of the House. 

“WM. PENNINGTON, Speaker.” 
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